FIRST OVER EVEREST
the city, of a curious but pleasing blend of architecture, a
mixture of the Swiss chalet with its overhanging eaves, and the
battlemented walls of a medieval fortress. It has large gardens
which the talented wife of the British Envoy has done much to
improve. Mrs. Daukes appears to specialise in many things as
befits the wife of a warden of the marches—amongst them the
cultivation of beautiful flowers.
"Soon after arrival I went to call on the Maharaja of Nepal
at his palace. Maharaja Sir Joodha Shum Shere Jung Bahadur
Rana, G.C.I.E., Prime Minister and Supreme Commander-in-
Chief of Nepal, succeeded to his high office in September, 1932,
on the death of his brother, the laws of succession directing
that the nearest male relative of the ruling chief shall follow
him. The government and administration of Nepal present a
curious anomaly. The Maharaja is the virtual ruler of the
country, his word is law, and he controls the machinery of
government, whether it be military, political, or commercial.
Above him, and yet without executive and administrative
powers, is the King, who is rarely seen or heard, and enjoys a
mythical sort of existence, a kingship devoid of worry and
work, in strange contrast to the usual lot of monarchs.
"I had met other rulers in various parts of the world, but not
a Nepalese one, so there was -a distinct spice of romance about
the visit. I suppose the world largely imagines that Nepal is a
land of fierce warriors who swoop down from their mountain
fastnesses armed with their kukris, headed by their ruler as the
champion warrior, just the sort of people we read of in the
story-books. Actually they are not aggressive but staunch and
loyal friends.
"Daukes and I motored to the Maharaja's palace, where we
were received by a guard of honour at die entrance, the
Maharaja being there to greet us. He welcomed me without
formality of any kind and with an easy courtesy betokening
pride of birth and place. Following the introduction he led the
way with a simplicity which is sometimes more alarming than
the pomp of a European court.
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